
Open Field Management: 

Managing Fields for Wildlife Habitat



Presentation Outline

Â Context:  history, biodiversity, landscape

Â Site specific considerations

Â Invasive species control

Â Case Studies







Landscape Level

Loss of habitats and associated species



Conservation Planning 

at the Landscape Level



Conservation Planning 

at the Landscape Level

Â Look for areas with other open areas nearby

Â Field nesting birds have minimum area 

requirements

Â Birds-Eye View - all open areas are attractive 

Â Insects and plants do not have known area 

limitations 

Â Consult with MassWildlife and MNHESP



Considerations

Landscape Context

Size

Environmental Conditions

Land Use

Wildlife 



Big Patches



Small Patches



Wet Meadows



Dry Outwash



Haying



Grazing



Birds

Clamflats Photos



Pollinators



No field can be all things to all 

grassland species

Â Identify Conservation Targets 

Â Identify Threats

Â Consider Management Options and Plan 

Accordingly



Treatment of Invasive Plants in 

Field Habitat Management

ÂControl Strategies

ÂSuggested Techniques

Â Tough Species

ÂPrecautions

ÂRestoration & Shifting Plant Communities




