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How to Optimize Forest Conservation for Climate?



Setting the CONSERVATION Context



Eastern Forest Recovery



Land Conservation Leads Recovery 



Fig 2. Rates of forest conversion to development for the three reference periods used in this study: 1990–
2000, 2000–2010, and 1990–2010.
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12(12): e0189636. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0189636
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A Path Divides in the Wood….



Setting the CLIMATE Context



U.S. Forest Carbon Inventory (U.S. EPA, 2020)
U.S. Forest Carbon Sink = 14.96% CO2e from Fossil Fuels

Carbon SourceCarbon Sink

Our Forest Carbon Sink Is Working! 
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Eastern Forests Lead for Carbon

80% of Net Sequestration in Eastern Forests
FOREST CARBON 1990-2015



Eastern Forests Lead for Carbon



Forest Loss Could Reduce C Sink

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, 2016. Integrated Projections for Agriculture and 
Forest Sector Land Use, Land Use Change, and GHG Emissions and Removals: 2015-2060. 

Dotted blue line shows projected decline in forest carbon sink



Our Carbon Sink Can Be Saved

Green shapes show alternate scenarios 
if we undertake the needed actions



Optimizing Forest Conservation for Climate:
A Four-Part Strategy



Prioritize High-C Forests



That Have Inherent Resilience



Optimize Management For Carbon Gains



Use Forest Adaptation As Carbon Defense 



Push New Horizons Like Forest Soil Carbon



New Menu Guides Offense + Defense



Financing Forest Conservation for Climate:
Help Is on the Way



• Compliance and voluntary offsets

• Carbon incentive programs

• Tax incentives

• Conservation grants

• Public land management

• Climate technical assistance

• Promoting markets for key forest 
products

• And much more…

“All of the Above” Policy Approach

http://forestclimateworkinggroup.org/resource/tapping-into-u-s-
forests-to-mitigate-climate-change-a-policy-solutions-toolkit-2019/

http://forestclimateworkinggroup.org/resource/tapping-into-u-s-forests-to-mitigate-climate-change-a-policy-solutions-toolkit-2019/


Massachusetts Is Leading



Federal Funding Is Trending Up—
Likely to Add Climate Criteria



Corporate Investment Is Rising



Reshaping Trillion Trees to 
Include Forest Conservation

Eligible Activities

1. Adding Trees Through Planting and 
Assisted Regeneration
 Reforestation
 Afforestation
 Agroforestry
 Urban Reforestation

2. Preventing Tree Loss through 
Conservation
 Permanent Conservation
 Land Use Protections
 Sustainable Forestry 

Commitments

3. Supporting Actions for Trillion Trees
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