
     
 
 
Update on Conservation Restriction Review at the Division of Conservation Services (DCS) – Jan. 2022 
Bob Wilber, Director of Conservation Services 
 
General:  We’re glad to report that under the very capable leadership of new Conservation Restriction 
Reviewer Sheri Widdis DCS CR Review is now functioning very well.  Sheri has really “hit the ground 
running” – increasing the efficiency of our internal review process and tracking, and greatly increasing 
communications with applicants. 
 
End of CY 2022 Push: The plan we implemented to fill the vacant CR Reviewer position with the best 
qualified candidate possible, bring on a number of capable temporary CR Reviewers, and to hold 
internal coordination meetings twice per week worked well.  We initially believed there may have been 
as many as 89 pending CRs needing to get to record in calendar year 2022.  Not wanting to leave any 
behind, we appropriately casted a broad net and initially included all that even might have such time 
sensitivity. We eventually concluded that the actual total number that fit that profile was 45.  Of these, 
we are proud that we were able to get 40 of them reviewed and approved – covering a total area of 
more than 1,000 newly protected acres.  Perhaps more importantly, we believe we were able to get all 
of those that could have been approved done, as the five that did not get finalized all had very real 
impediments beyond our control.  
 
Looking Ahead – CY 2023 and Beyond: We have decided to keep some of the temporary CR Reviewers 
on board through June to assist Sheri and others address the remaining backlog of 100+ pending CR 
applications.  Significant progress is being made - since January 1 five more CR’s have completed their 
review and approval totaling 63.37 acres so far in 2023.  Addressing the remaining backlog of pending 
CR applications will remain one of the highest priorities at DCS. 
 
Retrospective:  It was truly unfortunate that such a large backlog of pending CRs was allowed to 
accumulate.  DCS regrets that occurrence and is well aware that the trust that had been the solid 
foundation of our land conservation community for so long was seriously tested during this period.  Due 
to the changes described above, the collective “we” are already in a much better place.  The entire DCS 
team is committed to implementing additional improvements to further enhance our service to the land 
conservation community in the days, months, and years ahead.  
 
 


