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Outline for Today
 Program Overview – by the numbers

 Application process

 Each of the steps 

 Selection criteria

 Important topics and ways to make it easier

 How the landowner gets their tax credit
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 EEA certifies the donation

 DOR provides the tax credit through annual tax filing
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 Part 1 Part 2 and Part 3 in brief
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General Information

 Owner applies    (eligible every 3 years)

 Gift portion is appraised (full amount or bargain sale)

 Tax Credit is 50% of the gift - up to $75,000 tax credit

 Its refundable! ( what does that mean?)

 Types of gifts (fee, CR, APR, WPR, others)

 Who can receive the land interest gift
 State environmental agency – DCR, DFW, DAR

 Municipal Conservation Commission

 Private 501 c3 corporation(must add a CR if gifting in fee)



•You must apply for and receive Part 2 approval before 
the land donation is closed and recorded

•Get the latest version of application  (online)

•Contact person

•Assessor’s map important

•Mass Historical Commission



Tell us about the land

Include draft of the deed and/or CR

Property  cannot already be protected

No faxes or email of application
(Faxes and email ok for  most subsequent docs)
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General Selection Criteria

 Generally, land that has:
 more than 50% coverage or more than 5 acres, of 1 or more Tier I environmental 

assets and 1 – 5 below; or 
 more than 50% coverage each of two of the Tier 2 environmental assets, (each 

Tier 2 acreages must exceed 50% of coverage.)  Or, more than 5 acres of 
combined Tier 2 environmental assets and 1 – 5 below; or 

 land that has at least 2 of the Tier 3 interest at 50% coverage each plus; one of 
the Tier 1 with at least 25% coverage or one of Tier 2 with at least 25% coverage, 
and 1 – 5 below; 

1. that substantially contributes to the conservation values, 
2. the land is of uniformly good condition and sufficient size to maintain the 

conservation purposes, 
3. the uses will be consistent with the conservation purposes, 
4. the surrounding land uses are not incompatible or do not materially impair 

the conservation values, 
5. the recipient is a governmental entity or private conservation corporation 

whose purposes include the conservation of land or water areas and has 
sufficient resources and commitment, as well as a plan, to provide 
stewardship to ensure continued viability of the conservation purposes.



Selection Criteria - Tier 1

1. Zone I and II and Zone A and B and high and medium yield 
aquifer drinking water maps.  

2. Areas specifically identified in State, regional and local Public 
Water Supply Protection Plans.  

3. BioMap 2 Core or Priority Habitat delineated by the 
Department of Fish and Game (DFG) 

4. Prime or state important agricultural and forest soils.  

5. BioMap2 Critical Natural Landscape

6. Other regional plans for water quality protection of rivers, 
streams, lakes, and significant wetlands, including reduction 
of erosion, especially for land contributing directly to the 
protection of public drinking water supplies.



Selection Criteria - Tier 2

 Prime agricultural and forestry lands and lands of sufficient size for viable 
agricultural and forestry production including Chapter 61 and 61A lands; 
working landscapes that are or will be in compliance with a Farm Conservation 
Plan or a Forestry Plan by a licensed forester that protects the natural resource 
values of the land.  

 Significantly contributes to various focus areas for EEA and federal natural 
resource agencies.  

 Protection of riparian buffers and wildlife corridors for native plant and animal 
species, especially species listed by DFG as “species of special conservation 
concern” in the Massachusetts Statewide Wildlife Action Plan and the BioMap2 
or other state wildlife policy or plans.  

 Protection of substantial areas or those that significantly contribute to cultural 
sites, state heritage corridors, and archaeological and historic resources 
including those listed by the Massachusetts Historical Commission; in specific 
areas mapped by the MHC as important for cultural resource protection. (i.e., 
[substantially] a large undeveloped area that is the “backdrop” for a historic site 
or landmark, or [significantly] the historic site or landmark itself).  



Tier 2 Continued

 Priority areas in the DCR’s state forest assessment and 
strategy.  



 Substantially or significantly contributes to federal, state or 
local natural resource designated areas such as Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern or habitat reserves. 



 Areas that substantially contribute to state and regional 
scenic plans designating the land as of statewide or 
regional significance



 River protection Act buffers (0- 200 feet) and lands 
containing within 200 feet of mapped rivers, streams, 
lakes, ponds and coastal or freshwater wetlands, marshes or 
water areas.  





What it means

Land qualifies

CR and/or the deed is in review process

Field visit usually still needed

Get the appraisal (CR in review?)

No time limit for getting in the appraisal

No funds have been obligated





Appraise the gift

Must be commissioned by the owner

Appraisal is good for up to one year

Not tied to IRS appraisal 

Please give me the appraisal in digital format

Include the Part 2 sheet







What it means

• Appraisal is in and adequate for now

• Appraisal includes intended users

• EEA CLTC Program

• Massachusetts DOR

• If funds available – we obligate them now

• 60 day window to close and record

Waiting list

Part 2 letter includes …









Affidavit Regarding Consideration







Prior to recording, optional DCS review

• Title Exam and/or Certification of Title 

• Subordination items
• Mortgage

• Home Equity Loan

• Homestead

• others

• Ownership in trust (options for receiving credit)



“Trust” options
 CLTC to the Trust

 Tax Credit can be received by the Trust.  Will be claimed and 
paid through the Trust state tax filing for that year.

 CLTC directly to the beneficiaries
 A notarized letter from and signed by all the Trustees of the 

Trust stating that they are in fact the trustees and directing 
the CLTC program to issue the tax credit directly to each and 
all of the beneficiaries.  

 They then must provide the list of beneficiaries including 
their; full names, mailing addresses, and percentage of 
beneficial interest in the trust.  The percentages must add up 
to 100%.  



Certification of Title

 Full legal name of each owner

 Percent of interest in the ownership

 Mailing addresses

 Marital status for married owners of same gift



Prior to recording options for review 

Title Exam 

Certification of Title

Subordination items

Ownership in trust (options for receiving credit)



Receiving the tax credit

 I send letter and certificate to each owner

 Certificate includes unique number specific to that 
owner.  (we no longer do the LIN)

 I also send information to DOR

 Owner will use the certificate number on their taxes





Tom Anderson, Program Coordinator
(617) 626-1013
Thomas.anderson@state.ma.us

mailto:Thomas.anderson@state.ma.us

