
Sudbury Valley Trustees
Land Trusts and the MVP 

process



Land Protection



Participate and Advocate!



MVP Land Acquisition criteria
• Land or property acquisition is 

supported by the MVP 
Program in order to:
– Implement green infrastructure 

projects or create new community 
green space

– Preserve prime agricultural soils, 
provide natural flood storage, or 
deliver other eco-services

– Accommodate a critical infrastructure 
or facility redesign or retrofit project 



• NOTE: Property interests purchased with MVP 
funds:

• Must include a municipally-held interest in the 
property (e.g., holding the fee interest or the 
conservation restriction).

• May be used to relocate a critical facility or 
piece of infrastructure when:
– The land to be purchased has been identified through a climate vulnerability 

assessment as an appropriate, resilient location for the facility or 
infrastructure, and 

– There is a plan in place to restore the ecological function of the current 
facility/infrastructure site. 



little differently. 





ecological values. 





Indeed, as we see here, it is important to 
regional connectivity.



of the challenges that come up frequently 
in MVP plans. Here we can see how the 

drought hazard map looks relative to the 
O’Donnell property. There are many farms 
in this area that could be affected, as well 
as residential neighborhoods that are not 

served by public water. 



hazard map: the drought resilience layer. 
You can see that the O’Donnell property 

has good recharge potential, much of 
which would be lost if it were to be 

developed into 22 house lots. 



O’Donnell property. It runs through the 
O’Donnell property and then into 

Southborough and then Framingham. It’s 
already a flood hazard in these densely 
developed areas, and flooding could be 
exacerbated if the property were to be 

developed. 



community.



your radar that may be very important to 
protect. 



– Up to 8 points for rationale – why project was 
chosen, what its objectives are, how it will 
positively impact the site and community and 
address identified climate change 
impacts/problems

– Up to 4 points for the degree to which the most
up-to-date climate science and data on future 
conditions have informed prioritization and design 
of project, including specific reference to climate 
data utilized.

– Up to 8 points for identifying and describing at 
least 3-4 environmental co-benefits of the 
proposed project.

http://resilientma.org/


Community Engagement



http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/map_ol/ej.php

http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/map_ol/ej.php


Public Involvement and Community 
Engagement strategies
• Virtual walks
• Member mailings (make sure to 

translate for non-English speakers)
• Brainstorm other user groups (Mt. 

bikers, dog walkers, trail runners)
• Inserts in other mailings - Town 

Meeting warrants, tax bills, water 
bills, etc.
• Social media



Today’s Presenters
• Hillary King, MVP Central Regional Coordinator

hillary.king@state.ma.us 
• Sara Burns, Water Resource Scientist for The Nature 

Conservancy in Massachusetts
sara.burns@tnc.org

• Jessica Dietrich, GIS Manager for The Nature 
Conservancy in Massachusetts
jessica.dietrich@tnc.org

• Christa Collins, Director of Land Protection, Sudbury 
Valley Trustees
ccollins@svtweb.org


