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State Public Policy Update 

March 7, 2025 
 
 

Under the guidance of our Policy Committee, the Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition (MLTC) focusses our 
administrative and legislative advocacy on increasing state investment in land conservation and the work of 
land trusts, and maximizing the integrity and natural resource value of protected lands as well as 
unprotected lands of significant conservation value. 

 
2025-2026 Legislative Priorities  
The 2025-2026 legislative session started on January 2, 2025. Over 6,500 bills were filed by the January 17th 
deadline. Committee assignments were announced on February 27, so committees will soon begin the 
process of setting up hearing schedules. Unlike in past years, legislators can sign on to co-sponsor a bill up 
until the date that a Committee acts on that bill.   
 
MLTC invites you to consider reaching out to your state legislators to ask them to co-sponsor our highest 
priority bills for the current legislative session: 
 

The Nature for All Bill (HD.2707/ SD.2776, Rep Blais, Rep. Montaño & Sen. Feeney) 
This bill would dedicate a portion of the existing state sales tax for conservation, restoration and 
improvement of lands and waters to benefit nature and people. See this fact sheet to learn 
more about the bill and its growing list of supporters.  

An Act increasing the conservation land tax credit (SD.203/ HD.1347, Sen Tarr and Rep. Jones) 
This bill would expand the annual cap on the state's conservation land tax credit program, 
resolving a long-standing waitlist for landowners willing to permanently conserve their 
environmentally significant properties. For more information, see this fact sheet and WBUR 

coverage from Martha Bebinger on the importance of expanding the tax credit.  

Find your legislators here, and see this message template that you are welcome to use or personalize.  
 
FY2026 State Operating Budget 
Governor Healey filed her version of the budget on January 22, which proposes funding the Executive 
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) at $559.8 million. Among other things, this includes $8.3 
million for integrating environmental justice and equity into all EEA agency actions, and funding to 
significantly expand staffing at the Department of Energy Resources and Department of Public Utilities to 
implement “An Act promoting a Clean Energy Grid, Advancing Equity and Protecting Ratepayers” that 
passed late in 2024. In coming months, the House and Senate will pass their own versions of the budget, 
which will subsequently be reconciled in a version submitted to the Governor for approval this summer. 
MLTC recently joined The Green Budget Coalition, which has begun meeting with legislative leaders to 
communicate our budget priorities.    
 
 
 

https://malegislature.gov/Committees
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/HD2707
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/SD2276
https://massland.org/sites/default/files/documents/nature_for_ma_exec_summary_feb_2025.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/SD203
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/HD1347
https://massland.org/sites/default/files/documents/cltc_fact_sheet_house_feb_2025.pdf
https://www.wbur.org/news/2024/05/24/conservation-land-tax-credit-funding-preservation-rehoboth
https://www.wbur.org/news/2024/05/24/conservation-land-tax-credit-funding-preservation-rehoboth
https://malegislature.gov/Search/FindMyLegislator
https://massland.org/updates/ask-your-legislators-co-sponsor-mltcs-priority-bills
https://www.mass.gov/news/governor-healey-and-lieutenant-governor-driscoll-file-596-billion-fiscal-year-2026-budget
https://www.environmentalleague.org/the-green-budget/
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Environmental Bond Bill  
Once every five years or so, the legislature passes an Environmental Bond Bill, which sets capital spending 
caps for a wide range of state programs that are essential to land conservation and the environment. In 
addition, a variety of policy changes may be attached as "outside sections" of the Bond Bill and become law 
when the Bill passes. The Healey-Driscoll Administration is expected to file its version of the Bond Bill in 
Spring 2025. For the last several months, MLTC has been working closely with our conservation partners to 
advocate for the Administration’s bill to authorize investments and include policy changes that align with 
our priorities. We will continue this advocacy in the Legislature as it debates and amends the bill in coming 
months. 

 
Other Bills MLTC Supports 
An Act investing in natural and working lands (HD.2377/SD.1669, Rep. Meschino & Sen. Comerford) to 
promote acquisition and management of natural and working lands to reduce impacts from climate 
change. 
  
An Act relative to uniform partition of heirs property (HD.508/SD.813, Sen. Lovely) to increase 
protection for legal heirs of property owners who die without a will in place. 
  
An Act accelerating wetlands restoration projects (HD.1619/SD.1066, Sen. Crighton) to facilitate 
expanded wetlands restoration. 
  
An Act to reimburse the George L. Darey Inland Fisheries and Game Fund (SD.421), Sen. Durant) to 
consistently reimburse MassWildlife for revenue lost from providing free hunting and fishing licenses. 
  
 

MLTC’s Priorities for Administrative Advocacy  

Conservation Restriction Backlog 
We will continue to advocate for resolution of the long-standing backlog in Conservation Restrictions 
under review by the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA). Additionally, MLTC 
anticipates coordinating with EEA on a process to update the state’s model Conservation Restriction.  

Open Space Act (“PLPA”) Implementation  
MLTC will continue to monitor implementation of An Act Preserving Open Space in the Commonwealth 
(the "Open Space Act", formerly known as PLPA), which took effect in February 2023. On February 28, 
2025, the state announced that it was reopening public comment on the draft regulations to implement 
the law. Though the draft regulations have not changed, the state is interested in receiving additional 
comment on public notice requirements and methods for evaluating the natural resource value of lands 
impacted under this law.  Public comment is invited at a virtual hearing to be held at 4:00 PM on 
Wednesday, March 26, 2025. Registration is required to obtain access; registration is available prior to 
or during the meeting until it has ended. Register here. Comments may also be submitted in writing, up 
until 5:00 PM on March 26, 2025.  Email those to Michael.gendron2@mass.gov and reference 301 CMR 
52 in the subject line.  
 
During the original comment period, which closed on January 22, over 400 pages of public comment 
were received. Those are all posted online. MLTC coordinated submission of a group comment letter, 
which can be viewed at pages 86-91. The state’s Open Space Act webpage also includes a link to a table 
of the 22 bills that the legislature passed in 2023-2024 authorizing a change in use of Article 97 lands, 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/HD2377
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/SD1669
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S2810/Amendments
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/SD813
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/SD1066
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/SD421
https://www.mass.gov/doc/draft-open-space-act-regulations-301-cmr-5200-112224/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/february-28-2025-notice-to-reviewers/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/february-28-2025-notice-to-reviewers/download
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_si76wRmWS5GSlzurW1Glug#/registration
mailto:Michael.gendron2@mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/doc/december-4-2024-article-97-written-public-comments/download
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/article-97-an-act-preserving-open-space-in-the-commonwealth-mgl-c-3-ss-5a
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and the first annual report on the status of funding-in-lieu transactions authorized under terms of the 
new law. One such bill is addressed concerning land in Canton – for which follow-through on the 
funding-in-lieu commitment was still pending as of December 13, 2024.    

Omnibus Climate Law 
MLTC will work with the Administration to advocate for robust measures to avoid, minimize and 
mitigate impacts on ecological and human communities in new energy-facility siting frameworks to be 
adopted under the 2024 omnibus climate law. 

Other EEA Initiatives 
We will also will represent land trusts on EEA-convened working groups, including those related to the 
Resilient Lands Coalition. We will also advocate for effective implementation of the Farmland Action 
Plan, Healthy Soils Action Plan and strategic actions to set and achieve statewide Biodiversity Goals.  

Other Healey-Driscoll Administration Updates 
 
Share your Input on Forest Reserves 
The Healey-Driscoll Administration has identified the ambitious goal of designating 300,000 acres of 
forest reserves across Massachusetts by 2030. In support of this goal, EEA is seeking to 
understand how non-profit, municipal and private forest owners manage their lands, and learn 
more about how they might support forest owners seeking to implement passive management 
strategies. If you haven't already submitted a response, please consider assisting the EEA in gaining a 
better understanding of your forested lands by completing the survey.  
 
 

Uncertainty re: Federal Funding and Executive Orders 

In this period of on-going uncertainty, MLTC has posted some resources on our website for federal 
grantees and others seeking to protect themselves. As things continue to evolve, we'll do our best to 
share relevant updates on that page. 

 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/2024-funding-in-lieu-annual-report/download
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Fh2GPrdIDkqYBowE2Bt7KvFgnAyPbS9EtyLSEAcpljNURU1US1U2TUs0N0tQMjUwRzMyWllJVDhXUy4u&route=shorturl
https://massland.org/updates/uncertainty-re-federal-funding-executive-orders-resources

