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MLTC (Massland) Steering Committee  
September 27, 2019 10AM – 12:30PM 

Farm Life Center at Drumlin Farm / Mass Audubon 
208 South Great Road, Lincoln, MA 

Unaccepted Draft MINUTES 
 
Attendance:  On record at Massland 
Hand-outs:    

• June 11th Steering Committee Minutes (on Massland website) 

• Agenda September 27th  

• Public Policy Update (TNC) 
 

1. 10:11 AM Kathy Orlando, Steering Committee Chair convened meeting.   
a. Bob Wilber gave a brief overview of Mass Audubon’s Drumlin Farm.  Noted family and children’s 

programs; described the Lowell Conservation Leaders Partnership; unique role of Drumlin Farm as 
an introduction to agriculture and nature noting the psychological benefits of both for children. 

b. Kathy welcomed everyone and introductions were made around the room.  
 

2. Steering Committee Minutes of June 11, 2019.  Buzz Constable moved and Cynthia Henshaw moved to 
accept the minutes.  Hearing no discussion, Kathy called the vote.  VOTE: Unanimously accepted. 
 

3. MLTC President's Report.  William Constable (Buzz) summarized as follows: 
a. Next SC meeting: Dec. 13th at the National Wildlife Refuge Complex, 73 Weir Hill Road, Sudbury. 
b. Buzz thanked board members and Barbara Chrenko for all of their work during the transition period 

between executive directors. 
c. The MLTC Executive Director search yielded 28 applications with highly qualified, competitive 

finalists.  Henry Woolsey coordinated the search effort.  Buzz announced that the new Executive 
Director will be Robb Johnson who will start on October 8th and he will attend LTA Rally. 

d. Goal to further advance Massland’s advocacy role.  MLTC testified on Conservation Land Tax Credit 
program and on the SMART Solar Sighting Program regulations to assure open land protection. 

e. All Massland programs have continued and The Records Keeping initiative is ongoing. 
f. MLTC’s Massachusetts Land Conservation Conference (MLCC) Committee has been meeting.  MLCC 

will be March 28, 2020.  An RFP will be released in the next few weeks for sessions.  Loring Schwarz 
announced MLCC theme: Land Trust’s response to climate change.  Henry Woolsey was successful 
on retaining keynote Jad Daley, President and CEO of American Forests on role of land and climate 
mitigation.  EEA Secretary Kathleen A. Theoharides has been invited to speak for a few minutes.  

g. Mass Environmental Defense Subcommittee (MEDS) has been re-energized to provide guidance. 
h. eNews has a 48% open rate, and, 50% of these, open items on the eNews.  Please give comments 

or content suggestions to Barbara Chrenko, Massland: bchrenko@massland.org 
i. Membership renewals are progressing very well.  Please renew if you haven’t yet done so. 
j. Massland budget and finances are in good shape. 
k. Massland is planning a comprehensive survey of all the state’s land trusts.  Kathy McGrath is 

working on this for Massland.  A few volunteer land trusts will be needed to test the first draft.  
Kevin Case noted that LTA’s census will be coming up in the next year or so.  Kathy Orlando 
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emphasized how important this work will be to update the database on the state’s land trusts and 
their needs. 

 
4. Young Land Professionals (YLP) Report.  John Gioia summarized on behalf of Nick Rossi, YLP President:  

a. Summer event: Boston Harbor Island tour to Spectacle Islands with park rangers who provided the 
guided tour to about fifteen YLPs.  Natural resource values were described.  

b. October 18th fall event will be in North Adams and will include a led hike of Sunset Rock.  (See YLP 
in eNews).  Sign-ups encouraged. 

c. Seeking someone from Western Massachusetts Looking to fill one empty seat on the YLP 
Committee.  Commitment would include one committee meeting/year, conference calls, and 
planning for one event.   

d. In response to a question, clarified that a YLP is defined as someone in the first 10 years of 
professional role in land conservation. 

e. Working on a YLP survey to assess needs of the group. 
. 

5. Subcommittee and Working Group Updates 
a. Conservation Restriction (CR) Working Group.  Rob Warren described work to date.  Working with 

John Gioia on final documents which address two issues: 
i. Expectations for DCS and CR applicants for timeline and action items. 

ii. A periodic review of the state CR model process to reflect legal changes and to improve 
process and logistics.  A single CR model is being proposed and Mark Robinson suggested 
that a separate process/model be developed for municipal and land trust CRs vs. CRs for 
private land fee owner as more properties are being conserved through CPA (Community 
Preservation Act).  Melissa Cryan noted that many municipal staff and volunteers may not 
be familiar with a CR.  John noted that multiple parcels could be combined into one CR for 
these situations.  

iii. Process for providing feedback by all stakeholders being set-up by John Gioia.  Goal is to 
have a draft CR model for review at the MLCC. 

iv. Buzz asked for updates on the process for eNews. 
v. Mark Robinson noted the wide variability on deed specificity for land being conserved with 

some deeds lacking appropriate legal language and recommended a standard deed format.  
Could be a joint effort with Mass Association of Conservation Commissions, Massland, and 
MEDS.  Irene DelBono volunteered to work on this model. 

vi. Paul Catanzaro spoke of effort to provide more training to conservation staff and municipal 
volunteers who work in conservation.  Kathy Orlando suggested electronic accessibility to a 
resource library. 

vii. Alain Peteroy described the value of Natural Resource zoning for conservation.  Buzz noted 
the different types of CRs and the specificity needs for each.  CR resources are available on 
the Community Preservation Coalition website.  https://www.communitypreservation.org/ 

viii. Rob Warren announced an open position Chief of Wildlife Lands (SEE eNews). 
 

b. Agriculture Subcommittee.  New APR guide is being created.   
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6. State Agency Updates.   
a. Melissa Cryan welcomed Nathaniel Thomas to the team (Landscape and Drinking water grants 

administrator).  She also noted with reduced funding for staff, there will be delays.  Follow eNews 
for updates on grant rounds.  

b. Statewide Resilient Lands Initiative.  John Gioia summarized noting the focus on watersheds and 
the initiative’ steering committee is developing the process, goals and action items which include 
land and water overlap conservation opportunities.  Public input sessions to inform their work are 
ongoing.  Buzz noted the intersection of Municipal Vulnerability Program (MVP) grants with this 
initiative.  Melissa Cryan highly recommended that municipalities be encouraged to apply for these 
MVP grants.  Bob Wilber said more land conservationists need to be involved in MVP in their 
communities.  Christa Collins described upcoming SVT workshop on conservation solutions for MVP 
planning on October 10th / 2-4 PM. https://www.svtweb.org/programs/calendar 

c. State agency retreat.  John Gioia noted that it will be November 21st and 22nd at Harvard Forest in 
Petersham.  Marcos Morrero (City of Holyoke) is the keynote speaker.  Retreat focus will be on 
public health and climate change.  Should be 3 – 5 presentations and goal is to engage all attendees 
on what each is doing.  Sign up through Cynthia  

d. Melissa Cryan will be updating the OSRP (Open Space and Recreation Plan) work book and will 
include climate change. 
 

7. Land Trust Alliance Report.  Kevin Chase summarized as follow. 
a. The syndicated easement transactions are still active and progressing and the conservation 

community needs advocacy to make these transactions illegal.  HR 1992, a bi-partisan effort, Sen. 
Grassley and Sen. Widen are drafting senate bill to do so.  In 2016 claims for 6 billion in deductions 
were submitted.  The concern is that legitimate easement and conservation restriction donations 
will be outlawed.  Fraudulent appraisals may be playing a role in these syndications and Kevin 
noted that major trade associations have joined the effort with LTA.   

b. Farm Bill passed.  Rulemaking in progress now and LTA is following closely.  Rules will be issued by 
the end of this year.  Contact Kevin with questions. 

c. Climate actions.  Leslie Ratley-Beach is working on this and document available (SEE LTA) on siting 
renewables.  Kevin will get a summary of work to date for eNews. 

d. Rally will be in Raleigh, NC, October 17th – 19th.  (Sixty registrations from Massachusetts.)  There 
will be a gathering of state land trust associations and how to strengthen the LTA and state 
association relationships around legislation and climate change initiatives. 

e. MLTC/LTA Record keeping initiative launched with six land trusts in Massachusetts representing 
about 160 property files.  Group is diverse geographically and by size.  About 50 LTs in 
Massachusetts eligible to participate and plans to broaden next year.  Kevin noted positive 
partnership with Massland on this. 

f. 1772 funding program has focused only on New Jersey this year.  No funding available in 2020.  
Kevin will provide updates. 
 

8. Value of Open Space Report.  Bob Wilber summarized. 
A MLTC SC subcommittee is focused on updating Cost of Community Services (COCS) data.  The last 
work was done over 30 years ago in Massachusetts and need to be updated.  These studies help 
dispel the notion that all development brings in revenue and demonstrates that conservation may 
be a viable, if not the best fiscal solution.  Goal is to develop new narrative and studies to work with 
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new generation of municipal volunteers and officials and provide a user friendly narrative on eco 
system services.  Paul Catanzaro and graduate student Helena Murray were thanked for their work.  
Paul summarized work done to date which includes: 

i. Summary of past work. 
ii. Data from four communities are being used that represent different geographic locations 

and population densities.  The goal is a digital library on the topic.   
iii. The group has reviewed national COCS data and met with American Farmland Trust (AFT) 

who has developed a spreadsheet method.  To learn more, see:  
http://masswoods.org/communityconservation (scroll down to lower part of the page).  
Christa Collins noted that The Nature Conservancy is working on this as well.  

iv. The Trust for Public Land ROI study was highly valuable on the state level to pass the 
environmental bond.  Rita Grossman noted the value and utility of this work on the 
municipal level.  Bob noted that Mass Audubon’s Shaping the Future will be releasing an 
update of Losing Ground.  This information will be usable on the community level with 
trainings.  Christa Collins emphasized the need to link to MVP planning and referenced that 
CPA towns spending on conservation have lowest tax rate (see Harvard Forest). 

v. Updates will be in eNews and at SC meetings.  
vi. Justine Kent-Uritam (Upper Charles LT) noted that about 65% of MA communities are on 

MWRA (Mass Water Resources Authority) and the rest of communities are on private wells. 
 

9. Advocacy / Policy Updates.  Emily Myron (TNC) summarized as follows: 
a. Status of state legislation and policy (see Attachment 1 for complete summary).  Discussion: 

i. Capital Budget still remains level funded for most programs except an increase for land 
acquisition/protection in some departments. 

ii. CPA increase passed and everyone’s efforts recognized.   
iii. Although not successful in FY20, everyone’s efforts to get the CLTC increased were noted 

and some optimism going forward for FY21, however, if legislation were to pass, there’s a 
backlog for full implementation.  Mark Robinson noted that the IRS still wants to limit 
federal tax credit.  The Massachusetts maximum tax credit of $75,000 may not be eligible 
for federal deduction.  Emily was in D.C. and work is being done by federal legislators to 
“fix” this deduction problem for conservation nationally.  Kathy Orlando said the state 
Conservation Land Tax Credit benefit continues as a cash or tax benefit up to $75,000. 

iv. H.897 (p. 3) Emily noted the public hearing was well attended with prominent individuals in 
support, e.g. E.O. Wilson.  Please inform Buzz Constable, Kathy Orlando or MLTC staff if your 
organization is taking a stand on this.  Masswoods has just released an information 
document on this topic.  Many different aspects to this issue and Massland’s membership 
has both advocates and opponents.  Ultimate vote for state land will affect private 
landowners and land trust.  In response to Buzz’s question about the MLTC’s position and 
after discussion, consensus at this meeting is that sign-on should be by individuals and 
MLTC’s role is to share the information and keep the land trust community informed. 

v. PILOT (Payment In Lieu Of Taxes) issue being followed closely and how PILOTs would impact 
many land trusts. 

vi. Adaptation funding is pending worth $1 billion with nature-based solutions included.  
vii. Please contact Emily with requests for more information or updates. 

 

http://masswoods.org/communityconservation
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b. Climate change strike.  Buzz thanked all who participated.  Emily Myron noted how many of the 
public speakers talked about the intersection between climate, health and the economy.  Buzz also 
noted that (Climate workshop). 

c. MLTC policy partnerships.  MLTC has been invited to participate in amicus briefs to be discussed by 
the board.  Please let Buzz or board member know if you are interested in serving on an amicus 
committee.  
 

10. Other Business 
a. Conway School of Landscape Design partnership.  CJ Lammers, Assistant to the Executive Director.  

Described Conway school and their ability to do open space planning, pollinator planning and gave 
an example of the work done with North County Land Trust to create a connectivity plan.  There 
are fees required for services.  Conway school will assist in identifying sources of funding for their 
services.  School is looking for food related projects in 2021.  

 
1:00 PM Adjourn.  Rita Grossman moved and Cynthia Henshaw seconded the motion to adjourn.  Hearing no 
further discussion, Kathy Orlando adjourned the meeting.  
   
Respectfully submitted,  
Rita Gibes Grossman, clerk 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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