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• On Oct. 8, the U.S. Treasury published final regulations that have important 
implications for land trusts working on easement or land donations from 
pass-through entities, such as a partnership or limited liability company. 

• In certain circumstances, land trusts may need to report and disclose 
information to the IRS about these donations if the land trust acts as a 
“material advisor.” If the land trust fails to do so, it could trigger a 
$200,000 penalty. This creates a first-of-its-kind potential financial 
liability for land trusts.

Updated U.S. Treasury Regulations



• A webinar discussing the 
implications of the new regulations. 

• A decision tree addresses the new 
regulations 

• Another decision tree addressing the 
Charitable Conservation Easement 
Program Integrity Act. 

• Ask an Expert thread where land 
trusts and their attorneys can post 
questions for discussion.

 

Alliance Resources – New IRS Regulations

Questions? Please email Diana Norris 
(Conservation Defense Network and Tax 
Manager) at dnorris@lta.org. 

https://lta.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTc4NTUyNSZwPTEmdT0xMDI0MDY3NzEzJmxpPTExMjgzNjI1Mw/index.html
https://lta.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTc4NTUyNSZwPTEmdT0xMDI0MDY3NzEzJmxpPTExMjgzNjI1NA/index.html
https://lta.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTc4NTUyNSZwPTEmdT0xMDI0MDY3NzEzJmxpPTExMjgzNjI1NA/index.html
https://lta.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTc4NTUyNSZwPTEmdT0xMDI0MDY3NzEzJmxpPTExMjgzNjI1NQ/index.html
https://lta.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTc4NTUyNSZwPTEmdT0xMDI0MDY3NzEzJmxpPTExMjgzNjI1NQ/index.html
https://lta.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTc4NTUyNSZwPTEmdT0xMDI0MDY3NzEzJmxpPTExMjgzNjI1NQ/index.html
mailto:dnorris@lta.org


Land Trust Alliance
2024 Election Results

A new Congress and a new Administration



Ballot Initiatives

• Voters approved 22 measures at the ballot this year which 
will generate more than $18 billion for conservation.

• Voters rejected anti-climate/conservation measures in WA 
and WI.



President Elect Priorities

• Cut back regulations
• Overturn Biden Executive Orders
• Shrink the federal workforce
• Claw back climate funding
• Ramp up oil and gas production



118th Congress – Lame Duck Session

• Farm Bill
– Negotiations have shifted to a one-year extension
– Alliance and partners advocating to incorporate the IRA 

funding into the extension.
– If funding is not secured in the extension package it will 

be rescinded in the new Congress because 
Republicans are looking for funding to pay for their 
reconciliation bills.



The 2025 Terrafirma annual membership 
confirmation period is open now 
through Feb. 1, 2025. 

You cannot join or renew coverage 
outside of this annual period. 

Terrafirma does not send invoices to 
members about renewing coverage. 
Members must renew coverage through 
the Terrafirma website. 

Terrafirma Membership Confirmation

Questions? Please email Tom Kester (ARMS 
Operations Manager) at tkester@lta.org. 

mailto:tkester@lta.org


Land Trust Salary Survey 
National trends

• More land trusts led by men than women

• Nearly all allow remote work, and nearly half 
expect staff to work in-person at least PT.

• Barriers to hiring new staff: lack of affordable 
housing or high cost of living

• Notable increase in racial and ethnic diversity 
of staff – highest increase since we started 
tracking in 2013.



Salary Ranges for Full Time EDs



Salaries and So Much More!



Salaries and So Much More!

Click here to access full report. Complimentary PDF download for members.

https://landtrustalliance.org/resources/learn/explore/2024-salary-survey?queryID=15fc6d5413d413f07f8b66a65b7a666c


Register now for a complimentary risk management webinar so that you can help your 
land trust reduce the risk of a costly lawsuit and receive a dollar per parcel discount for 
the Terrafirma 2025 policy year! Click each title below to learn more and register for the 
webinar:

• Understanding Remote Monitoring Principles and Limitations* | Nov. 21
• Basic Risk Management: Tips from Terrafirma | Dec. 5
• Basic Risk Management: Insurance 101 | Jan. 9
• Land Division Legal Challenges* | Jan. 23

FREE Risk Management Seminars

https://lta.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTczODg3MSZwPTEmdT0xMDI0MDY3NzEzJmxpPTExMjA5Mjg4Ng/index.html
https://lta.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTczODg3MSZwPTEmdT0xMDI0MDY3NzEzJmxpPTExMjA5Mjg4OA/index.html
https://lta.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTczODg3MSZwPTEmdT0xMDI0MDY3NzEzJmxpPTExMjA5Mjg5MA/index.html
https://lta.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTczODg3MSZwPTEmdT0xMDI0MDY3NzEzJmxpPTExMjA5Mjg5Mg/index.html


Staying Accredited: A Renewal of 
Accreditation PrimerSIGN UP HERE

https://landtrustalliance.org/resources/learn/explore/staying-accredited-a-renewal-of-accreditation-primer-east


MORE INFO HERE

https://landtrustalliance.org/resources/learn/topics/organizational-management/pages/land-trust-accreditation-renewal-support-group


Implications to Conserved Lands from Carbon Capture
This pointer aims to provide information about carbon 
capture and storage technologies to help land trusts 
assess their rights, risks, benefits and impacts to land 
conservation.

Ecosystem Services and Conserved Lands 
This pointer addresses ecosystem services and 
conservation easement drafting and interpretation, land 
trusts’ role as paid consultants on ecosystem services 
projects, affirmative obligations and assessment and 
selection of conservation projects using ecosystem 
services valuation.

*NEW* Practical Pointers

https://landtrustalliance.org/resources/learn/explore/implications-to-conserved-lands-from-carbon-capture
https://landtrustalliance.org/resources/learn/explore/ecosystem-services-and-land-conservation


Leadership Development Training Program

• Selected the cohort of 11 executive directors who will participate in this program, 
which runs January – June 2025.

Stay tuned for information next year about organizational assessments, 
implementation grants, and a targeted microgrant opportunity.

Click here for more information about the program

Advancing Conservation Excellence

https://landtrustalliance.org/resources/connect/field-services/new-england/programs/massachusetts-advancing-conservation-excellence-program-2/


Land Trust Alliance Job Board

https://landtrustalliance.org/job-board 
Submit a job here.

• Open Space Protection Manager, Town of Ipswich
• Property Agent, CT Dept of Ag
• Eastern Maine Land Protection Associate, MCHT
• Trails Conservation Coordinator, CT Forest and Park Association
• Conservation Director, Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust
• Christmas Tree Farmer, SPNHF
• Executive Director, Joshua’s Trust
• And more!

https://landtrustalliance.org/job-board
https://landtrustalliance.org/job-board/submit-a-job


Land Trust Alliance Job Openings



Upcoming National Webinars

https://landtrustalliance.org/resources/learn/ways-to-learn/webinars 

https://landtrustalliance.org/resources/learn/ways-to-learn/webinars




Thank you
We’d love to connect. Please reach out!

Jen Plowden
New England Senior Program Manager 
Land Trust Alliance
jplowden@lta.org
978-595-3871

Mariah Fogg
New England Program Coordinator 
Land Trust Alliance
mfogg@lta.org
(202) 349-0587

mailto:jplowden@lta.org
mailto:mfogg@lta.org
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