It’s time to make a
promise to the Valley.

Lee Halasz, Conservation Manager
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BioMap was our guide.
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Partner input, & landowner allocation
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L andowner outreach

February 6, 2024

Dear Landowner,

As a landowner in western Massachusetts, you probably appreciate this forested region for
many reasons. Forests support pristine waters, abundant wildlife habitat, recreational
opportunities, forest products, climate resilience, natural beauty. and rural character. These
tremendous public benefits are provided in large part thanks to individuals and families like

yours who own and care for many acres of forestlands.

Did you know that the hilltowns west of the Connecticut River contain one of the largest

remaining areas of continuous forest in Massachusetts?

You and the lands you own play a erucial role in the health and well-being of this
special region. The decisions that you, your family, and your neighbors make about the future

of your lands has a profound impact on the landscape.

A collaboration of private land trusts and public conservation organizations is currently

coordinating efforts to identify landowners who may be interested in conserving their lands.

Your land includes forest with especially high ecological values. So, we wanted to reach out
to you and offer the opportunity to learn more about the potential for conserving

vour forest.

A growing amount of public and private funding for landowners has become
available for forest conservation. In early 2024, we are looking for 50 willing landowners in
western Massachusetts who each own more than 100 acres and would like to be considered for

this opportunity.

This effort will provide interested landowners like you a way to secure the future of their
forested land through several substantial funding sources including the US Forest Legacy

program, the Land and Water Conservation Fund, other state funding sources, and grants.

These funding opportunities financially compensate landowners to either:

s retain private ownership of their land as well as the ability to manage their forests, but to
sell the rights to develop the land, via a Conservation Restriction (a legal document that
ensures that land will remain forested into the future and not be developed); or

« sell all or a portion of their land to a public or private conservation organization,

who will continue to care for the forest for public benefit.

‘We recognize that decisions regarding the future of your land can be challenging and deeply
personal. We understand that you must consider your own and your family’s goals and needs,
including your financial security. These considerations are always part of the conservation process,

and it’s also why we treat all conversations confidentially.

If you are interested in being part of this forest conservation effort, please let us know by
March 31, 2024, by returning the enclosed form, or contacting Lee Halasz, Conservation Manager at
Kestrel Land Trust: 413-239-4363 or lee@kestreltrust.org.

Once we hear from you, we will set up a phone call, an in-person meeting, or Zoom call with a local
land conservation professional. They can help you understand your conservation options and explore
how these funding opportunities could apply to your land.

Thank you for all you do to steward your forest and sustain the many benefits that your land
provides to the entire region. We hope that you will consider this opportunity to create a legacy for
the forest and for future generations. We look forward to talking with you.

Sincerely,

Lee Halasz
Conservation Manager, Kestrel Land Trust
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Landowner responses
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10,087 acres!

42 landowners

10.5% response rate

43% of acres are BioMap Core

92% of acres are BioMap Core &/or Critical
Natural Landscape.



The Go Big Forest Legacy Program

application was submitted in Sept.
2024, & again in Sept. 2025...

S0, onto Plan B...
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State — Land Trust collaboration

* Pay for appraisals and due diligence from private funds.
* Pre-acquisitions via Mass Audubon’s 30x30 Catalyst Fund.

* Know each other’s modes of operation, interests and priorities.
* Coordinate grant funding applications.

* Making work more rewarding and fun!

* Protecting more land than we would alone.



Gearing up to do a new round of outreach.
Thanks for listening.
Happy to talk.

lee@kestreltrust.org
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