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Land conservation benefits
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How land conservation can help address
community concerns

Resident energy costs for heating/cooling, heatwaves Natural temperature moderation

Chronic illness, obesity, heart and lung disease, mental health Enables recreation and improves human health
Air quality index warnings Improves air quality

Flooding Prevents development in vulnerable areas

Stores and slows runoff from storms

Drinking water quality Naturally filters and cleans water
Enhances infiltration and replenishment of ground water resources

Stormwater management Stores and slows runoff from storms

Jobs Strengthens economic development

Supports industries that rely on working landscapes
(e.g., forestry and agriculture)

Equity Supports environmental justice

Climate change Moderates temperatures

Helps accommodate rising sea levels and flooding
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Land conservation
benefits residents
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Conserved lands with public access
allow for and encourage recreational
use by residents

According to the most recent State
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan

Most recreational activities are
conducted within five miles of home

Municipal access (e.g., beaches, parks,
and nature preserves) is popular with
32% of residents visiting weekly

Top activities include running,
jogging, or walking; hiking; swimming
in freshwater or saltwater; road
biking; swimming in pools; and
canoeing, kayaking, rafting, or tubing

Illustration of the Range in Values
for Recreational Activities in Massachusetts

Activity

Backpacking

Camping

Freshwater Fishing
Hiking

Hunting

Picnicking

Sightseeing

Wildlife Viewing

General Recreation
Recreational Shellfishing

Snowmobiling

Source: A selection of activities based on the availability of recent Massachusetts studies.

Value per Person
per Day (20169%)

$23
$25
$16-87
$91
$11-244
$41

$36
$8-98
$10-57
$53
$35

See the Recreation Use Values Database for a complete list http://recvaluation.forestry.

oregonstate.edu/database.
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Additional local land conservation
can help address current disparities in
access to open space

A New England study found

Substantial disparities in the
percentage of nearby protected
land for more vs. less socially
marginalized communities

Households in communities with the
lowest income have half as much
protected lands as those in the
highest income and communities
with the highest proportion of
people of color have less than 60%
as much protected land as those
with the lowest proportions
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Residential lands often require more
in government services (e.g., schools
and fire departments) than they pay in
taxes

Undeveloped land can be beneficial

to communities by bringing in more
property tax revenue than it would use
in services if developed

Median COCS Results

Residential
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Median cost to provide public services
for each dollar of revenue raised.

Source: Farmland Information Center. 2016. Cost of Community Services Studies.
Partnership between the U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation
Service and American Farmland Trust.
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Enhancing home values
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Preventing and
controlling flooding




Mitigating climate change




Economic impact of a land conservation project

This graphic
represents

the potential
categories of costs
and benefits of
land conservation.
Not all projects
involve municipal
costs. The benefits
realized, as well

as the magnitude
of the values, will
vary by project.
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Thank you

For more information:

This presentation is based on a
2022 research paper titled

How Conserving Open Space
Provides Economic Benefits
to Massachusetts Communities

The paper is available for download
massland.org/naturesvalue

© 2022 Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition, Inc.

Non-commercial use and reproduction permitted with attribution.
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The Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition
report was made possible
with generous support from:

Berkshire Natural Resources Council
Essex County Greenbelt Association
Mass Audubon

Sudbury Valley Trustees

The Nature Conservancy

The Trustees

University of Massachusetts Amherst
through the Renewable Resources
Extension Act




