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Wellesley Conservation Council, Inc 
Wellesley’s Land Trust, founded in 1958 

3-part Mission Statement 
Protect and preserve the natural 

environment in Wellesley 
Maintain sanctuaries open to the public 

for study and enjoyment 
Educate youth and interest adults in 

matters of conservation 
 



Location of WCC’s 12 Properties 



25 acres: mixed pine forest, swamp 



1972 Guernsey Sanctuary 
Self-Guiding Nature Trail, 18-page 

booklet 

11 stations with 72 unique botanical specimens 



Wellesley Turkey Trot Foundation Grant 
Provided partial funding for QR-code enhanced  

1-mile Guernsey Nature Trail 

Photographer: Jim Barr 



What is a QR-code? 

 QR code (abbreviated 
from Quick Response 
Code) is the trademark 
for a type of two 
dimensional bar code.   

 It consists of black 
squares arranged in a 
square grid on a white 
background, which can 
be read by an imaging 
device such as cell phone 
app that connects it to a 
web site 



Methods 
1. Monthly plant inventory walk on Guernsey 
2. Select specimens for inclusion 

• Spread selection along 1-mile circular trail 
• Balance of trees, shrubs, wildflowers 
• Balance of plant-specific information, nature 

narrative, history of place, and sense of wonder 

3. Select QR-code marker vendor 
4. Write QR-code narrative for each marker 
5. Placement of markers 
6. Promote trail 

 



Methods: Monthly Plant Inventory 

Photographer: Kevin Hanron 

Plant Inventory Team 
 
Bill Gietzentanner 
    Environmental planner 
Judy Barr 
    WCC BOD member 
Ted Elliman 
     Retired, Staff botanist, 
     NE Wildflower Society 
 
WCC Land Management 
    Pete Jones 
    Kevin Hanron 



www.plantsmap.com (Bill Blevins) 

Vendor 

http://www.plantsmap.com/


Can individualize logo 
Three lines of text --- WCC selected common, scientific, native vs non native 
Signs (4.75”x3.35”) and Tags (3.28”x1.78”), stakes (12” and 20”), screws 



Examples of Marker/Tag Attachment: 
  - marker to post           - tag to tree (good for shrub)        
   - marker to tree           - stake marker in ground   
 





WCC Plant Maps  
Organizational Page on PlantsMap 



My PlantsMap listing specimens by photo 



My PlantsMap listing specimens by alpha name 



You then create a photo and narrative for each plant that is 
stored in the PlantsMap “cloud”. The visitor is connected to 

it by scanning the plant specific QR-code on the marker 



Let’s walk the Guernsey QR-Code 
Trail: Entrance to Guernsey 



To Lake Sabrina and Levee 

Artist: Sarah Dobbie 



History – Who are The Guernseys? 

Wellesley Townsman 



White Pine Forest with Conifer 
Lane on Levee 



Oak Tree Note + 3 Oak Comparisons 



Wetland Note 



What’s at top of Levee, 150 years ago?? 



Bridge to Ridge Hill Farms (Baker Estate) 

 755 acres with 
 100 amusements/exhibits 

 Man-made Lake Sabrina 

 Formal gardens 

 225 room hotel with 

    19 toilets/5 bath tubes 

Train line from Boston 

 

Photographs from Needham Historical Society 



Beaver Damage and Lodge 
Lake Sabrina Levee 



To Oak Island 
Wildflowers 
Dock 
Oak Island 
Return 
Fern Lane 
Vernal Pool 
Return to Entrance 

Half way on Trail – What’s Next? 



Norway Spruce – junction of trail extension 



Wildflowers – North End of Lake Sabrina: 
Heavy fertilizer run-off 



Example Invasives:  Porcelain berries 



EcoCamp On Guernsey 



Fern Lane Note 

Overall note then individual QR markers for 5 ferns 
For each, QR code links to photos and narratives  



Vernal Pool Note 



Even Beautiful in Winter 

And for study… 
  - comparing 1972  
    to 2018 flora 
  - starting next week 

Present Present 
 

Present 
 

1972 + + - 
2018 + - + 



 
Open to Public 

 
Entrance 

163 Winding River Rd 
Wellesley 

Guernsey QR Code Nature Trail 



Thank yous 

Wellesley Turkey Trot Foundation 
Bill Giezentanner and Ted Elliman 
Pete Jones and Kevin Hanron 
Bill Blevins and team at PlantsMap.com 
 Jim Barr 
Lawrence Knowles, Wellesley College  
Sarah Dobbie and Stephanie Osser 
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