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Mass DEP Programs

Bureau of Water Resources

Drinking water

Wastewater

Wetlands

Watershed Planning & Protection

Bureau of Air and Waste

Clean Air

Hazardous Waste regulation

Solid Waste

Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup

Emergency Response

Audits

Brownfields

Site Management



Stuff Happens!

4,500 Gallon Petroleum Spill

https://www.lohud.com/story/news/local/westchester/north-salem/2019/02/19/tractor-trailer-overturns-route-116-north-salem/2913249002/



What is a Brownfields?
EPA Definition 

Real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which 

may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a 

hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.

Contamination 

may not be confirmed!

Common Examples

Vacant or underutilized:

o Commercial / industrial buildings 

o Former commercial / industrial sites

o Gas / service stations

o Agricultural sites

o Public / institutional facilities

o Rail yards / rail corridors



Brownfields: Different Shapes & Sizes

Lancaster MA

Former Elementary School
Objective:  Workforce Housing

Dorchester MA

Vacant Lot
Objective:  Community

Garden

Montague MA

(Turners Falls)

Previously residential

Historic urban fill
Objective:  Affordable Housing



ASTM Phase I Environmental Site Assessment
o Conduct environmental due diligence prior

to acquisition of property; less than 180 days 
before acquisition

o Evaluate the property’s environmental 
conditions and assesses potential liability for 
contamination

o Satisfy EPA's “All Appropriate Inquiries”
standard

o AAI Final Rule – EPA Fact Sheet

Pre-purchase due diligence

RECs: Recognized 

Environmental Conditions



M.G.L. Chapter 21E Brownfields Liability Relief
The Brownfields Act (2002) established statutory 
liability relief for certain parties undertaking 
brownfields projects. 

o Eligible Person

o “Eligible” Owners & Operators

o Downgradient Property Owners

o Tenants

o Redevelopment Authorities & CDCs

o Secured Lenders

Relief After Meeting Cleanup 

Standards

No Significant Risk

After Permanent Solution or ROS



1936 - Sanborn Map

Fitchburg (MA)

Example RECs:  Recognized Environmental Conditions

Shirreffs Worsted 
Heat: Steam

Fuel: Coal & Fuel Oil

o Transformer House

o Dye House

o Engine Room (x2) 

o Boiler Room (x2)

o Coal Pile (x2)

o Fuel Oil Tank (buried)

Falulah Paper
Waterpower

Hot air blower system

Steam ‘elsewhere’

Heat Fuel Oil 

o Large Concrete 

Fuel Oil Tank

o Unlabeled tanks (x2)

o Transformer House

o Engine Room

o Boiler Room

o Paint Shed



Petroleum
• No.2 Heating Oil

• No. 6 Oil

• Bunker C

• Gasoline

• Diesel

• Motor Oil

ASTs   USTs



Contaminants:  Organic Compounds

VOCs

PAHs



Arsenic

Lead

Mercury

Contaminants:  Metals

Asbestos



Assistance 

Request

Form

Link to Brownfields Assistance Request Form

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/brownfield-resources

Brownfields Program: 

https://www.mass.gov/brownfields-program



Brownfields FundingCWAG-ST 
Assessment

$2,000,000 thru 2029

128a BIL 

Assess. or Cleanup

≈ $4,000,000 thru 2027

Assessment Site

Cleanup Site

Supporting Planned           

Housing

Worcester

Municipalities

Non-Profits

Community Development Corp.

Eligible Parties 

Non-Profit

Housing Developer

Spencer

Lancaster

Wrentham

Montague Fitchburg

Deerfield
Boston


