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• Why did we build it? Motivation and development of the tool 

• What does our target audience need? Initial user feedback 

• How does it work? Tool functionality and tour 

• Where can we go from here? Your feedback & discussion 

Outline 



Project of the Mass Climate Adaptation Partnership involving: 

• MA Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 

• UMass Amherst Center for Agriculture, Food and the 
Environment 

• MA Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit 

• DOI Northeast Climate Science Center 

Massachusetts Wildlife Climate Action Tool:  
Inspiring local action to protect the Commonwealth's natural 

resources in a changing climate 
 



Diverse team of expert partners 



Make science accessible for people active locally and regionally by 
providing -  

• Dynamic website tool platform that can be expanded 

• Information about climate change impacts 

• Vulnerabilities of various fish, wildlife, and habitats 

• Adaptation actions that can be taken in the face of climate change 

Objective 
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• Research-based information vetted by scientists 

• Promote adaptation actions that can be taken at a local level 

• Acknowledge uncertainty 

• A dynamic platform for information on climate change from 
diverse partners 

• Use language suitable for target audiences 

Key Principles 



• Municipal government (conservation commissions, open space 
committees, departments of public works) 

• Local conservation organizations (land trusts, watershed 
associations) 

• Regional planning authorities (RPAs) 

• Landowners and individual citizens looking to take action on 
climate change 

Target Audiences 



• Initial focus on fish, wildlife, habitats 

• Spatial data (map viewer) 

• MA climate change projections and implications  

• Climate and other stressors to be addressed for us to adapt 

to climate change 

• Vulnerability assessments   

• On-the-ground adaptation actions  

• Expandable site design to accommodate additional content 

Phase 1 – what’s currently included  









Climate Stressor Pages: 

• Summary of 
historical and future 
trends 

• Maps of current and 
projected conditions 

• Additional graphics 
and resources 

• Latest science 
synthesized by 
NECSC and partners 



Climate Stressor Maps: 

• Interactive layers 

• Current conditions and future projections scaled to MA  

• Low and high emission scenarios 

 





Filtered Search Results 









Moose 

Species Ecology and Vulnerability: 

• Species-specific stressors 

• Background 

• Climate impacts 

• Climate Change Vulnerability 
Assessment results 

• Adaptation Strategies 

• Related habitats 

• Related species groups 

o Large mammals  

Quabbin reservoir 



























































Next Steps – Phase 2: 

• Develop new content and showcase expertise of partners  

• Expand 

▪ Coastal resources 

▪ Municipal land use planning  

▪ Vulnerable habitats and species 

• Enhance website functionality  

• Provide outputs/favorites to help users plan 

• Share case studies and success stories contributed by practitioners  

• Incorporate more images and graphics 

Future Phases 



Phase 3: 

• Expand content to address transportation, emergency services & critical 
infrastructure and provide communities with climate change vulnerability 
information 



QUESTIONS? 

THANKS! 


