State House
Boston, MA 02133

November 3, 2015
Re: Article 97 Lands and Natural Gas Pipelines, H.3690

Dear Legislator,

Our 63 organizations are writing with great concern for our public conservation land in the face of the natural gas
pipeline proposals in Massachusetts. As the third most densely populated state in the nation, Massachusetts has
undertaken decades of careful planning and land conservation in order to protect and preserve our state’s valuable
landscape. Land conservation is supported by public trust and public policy, including Article 97 of the Amendments to
the Massachusetts Constitution, for clean drinking water, wildlife and game habitat, outdoor recreation, farms and the
food they bring, and that intangible and infinite capacity to inspire and connect us to something greater than ourselves.
These efforts are built on significant public and private investments, including $360 million of state dollars between
2007 and 2014 alone. In addition to immediate impacts, we are concerned about the long range negative impact on
future land conservation if the intent of the public and of private donors is not upheld.

We are concerned that a private, out of state company now views these areas as convenient for the construction of
energy infrastructure at an unprecedented scale, which will fragment and devalue the network of public and private
conservation land that we, along with the Legislature, other conservation organizations, municipalities, and the
Commonwealth, have worked for decades to protect.

Energy needs are changing, but there are alternatives. We can continue moving forward with smart and cost-effective
energy policy without undoing decades of conservation efforts. Energy efficiency can be expanded, leaky pipes can be
fixed, renewable energy can be deployed, and lower impact alternatives can be chosen.

The first of several anticipated Article 97 disposition bills related to natural gas pipelines has been filed and is currently
before the Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight. The bill will be heard on November 10"
in Gardner Auditorium at 11 a.m. We are in strong opposition to H.3690 An Act relative to the conveyance of an
easement in the town of Sandisfield, Massachusetts (Representative G. Bradley, D-Hingham), which would convey
valuable conservation land to Tennessee Gas Pipeline (TGP), a subsidiary of Kinder Morgan, for the purpose of
constructing natural gas pipelines as part of the Connecticut Expansion Project (CEP). This project would not increase
natural gas supply or address reliability concerns for Massachusetts residents as the gas is contracted to Connecticut
utilities.

We oppose H.3690 for the following reasons:

e This project is directly counter to the purposes for which the land was protected, and would result in permanent
losses and degradation of protected open space. Further, there is no indication that land of equivalent natural or
cultural characteristics is available for mitigation, making it impossible to meet the state’s established goal of no-net
loss of conservation land. The Open Space Institute has underscored the land’s irreplaceable value: “Interior
wooded areas such as this are known as ‘core forests,” and only 45 of them are left between Maine and Virginia.”

e This project would undermine a substantial taxpayer investment in an irreplaceable asset. In 2007, working with
Mass Audubon, the Department of Conservation and Recreation purchased 904 acres known as Spectacle Pond
Farm — a site identified in 1999 as one of the most significant land protection opportunities remaining in the state
because of the acreage, variety of habitats, rare plant and animal species, historic mill sites, old growth forests, and
river frontage.

Our collective organizations represent thousands of citizens across the Commonwealth. We will monitor and oppose
H.3690 and any other legislation related to conveyances of conservation land for pipeline construction if significant
environmental conflicts or uncertainties exist within the scope of the proposed project; further Mass Audubon and
ELM will include these votes in our scorecards and other analyses of the 2015-2016 legislative session.




Public conservation land should not be used to underwrite private energy projects. The public trust must be upheld for

current and future generations.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please contact Karen Heymann, kheymann@massaudubon.org, Jen Ryan,
jryan@thetrustees.org, or Nancy Goodman, ngoodman@environmentalleague.org, for additional information.
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Jen Ryan, Director of Policy
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